National Indian Youth Leadership Project

The national organization has formed a partnership with the National Indian Youth Leadership Project (NIYLP), Inc. in support of its mission “to develop positive Native youth through challenging activities and meaningful experiences in the community and the natural world: to prepare them as healthy, capable, contributing members of their peer groups, families, communities and nations.”
Each year NAAAS and Affiliates contributes scholarship funds which support Natives to participate in NIYLP. The youth selected meet all criteria as established by NIYLP. Additionally, Natives may participate in any of the following projects:

· Project Venture

· In a year-long journey of outdoor adventure, cultural discovery and service-learning, the program helps young people cultivate lifelong alternatives to drug use.

· Mountain Spirit Mentoring Program

· Mid-school students gain valuable life-skills in team-building, communication, cooperation and leadership as they engage in personal group challenges with the support of dedicated high-school and adult mentors.

· Corn Pollen Pathways Project

· The Gallup McKinley County School District currently replicates NIYLP’s Project Venture Model in seven area high schools. Classes use the Project Venture curriculum along with the Peer Assistance Leadership Curriculum to develop leaders at each school site.

· Sacred Mountain Search & Rescue

· Youth and adults serve the state of New Mexico with a variety of Search & Rescue skills, training opportunities and emergency preparedness.

· Coalition for Healthy and Resilient Youth

· CHRY brings together youth-serving agencies and individuals in the McKinley County area of New Mexico to inform and coordinate youth activities as well as influence policy level change and program collaboration.

Additional information about the National Indian Youth Leadership Project, Inc. may be obtained by calling 505/722-9176 or by visiting www.NIYLP.org

