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Lemuel Berry, Jr. is a graduate of Livingstone College, Salisbury, North Carolina, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree. He received his Master’s (1970) and Doctoral (1973) degrees from the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. He has served in a number of professional positions since 1973. These positions include: Chairman, Division of Humanities and Chairman, Department of Music, Fayetteville State University (1973-76); Chairperson, Department of Music, Langston University (1976-83); Chairperson, Music and Art (1981-83); and Dean, School of Music, Alabama State University (1983-86). He most recently served as Vice President for Academic Affairs at the University of New England.
Lemuel Berry’s honors and awards include being named a German Academic Research Scholar (1981), outstanding teacher of the year (1985), People’s Republic of China Academic Scholar (1999) and listings in more than forty Who’s Who editions. He was also selected by Congressional leaders to participate in special programs at the Army and Navy War Colleges.
During the time in which he pursued his academic degrees and since his involvement with institutions of higher learning, Lemuel Berry, Jr. has been involved in a number of professional organizations. These include The Music Educators National Association, The National Association of Jazz Educators, American College and University Administrations, Council for Research in Music Education, The National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instruction, and numerous others. He has served as national president and chairperson of the Board of Trustees for Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary Band Fraternity, national president for the Southern Conference on Afro-American Studies and president of the National Association of Minority Professors. Dr. Berry presently serves as Executive Director of the National Association of African American Studies and Affiliates. From 2003-2005, Lemuel Berry, Jr. served as the inaugural chairperson of the Academic Affairs Committee of the College Board.
Lemuel Berry, Jr. has written more than fifty articles which appear in such recognized journals as: The Podium, The Instrumental Magazine, Woodwind World Brass and Percussion, Council for Research in Music Education, The School Musician, Director and Teacher, National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors, The Church Musician and several others. He is the author of several books. His most recent book is titled Minority Scholarship Directory, a guide to more than 4,000 scholarship, loans and grants. Two additional books are near completion.

Dr. Berry has been involved with several medical research projects which investigate various physiological aspects of brass performance. One of many studies includes “A Longitudinal Study of Bone and Tooth Deterioration of Brass Players between the Ages of Eight and Twelve.” Lemuel Berry, Jr. has also established several international programs in China, Korea, Taiwan, Malaysian and Ecuador. He continues to exhibit his role as a leader through the development of practices and programs that provide new learning experiences for faculty and students.

