Veterans History Project

The National Association of African American Studies and Affiliates [National Association of Hispanic and Latino Studies, National Association of Native American Studies, International Association of Asian Studies] have partnered with Library of Congress and the Veterans History Project.

Overview of the Veterans History Project

Americans can learn much from those who served.  The Veterans History Project honors our nation’s war veterans and those who supported them.  This project, created by Congress, is building a lasting legacy of recorded interviews, memoirs, and other documents chronicling the veterans’ and other citizens’ wartime experiences, and how those experiences affected their lives and America itself.  The Veterans History Project pledged to preserve this legacy for generations to come.

The U.S. Congress voted unanimously for legislation to create the Veterans History Project.  It was signed into law on October 27, 2000 (Public Law 106-380).  The project is funded by the United States Congress and a generous grant from AARP, the project’s founding corporate sponsor.  The goals of the project are to collect and preserve stories of service, honor those who served, and make it possible to learn about the past through the first-hand accounts of men and women who lived through extraordinary times.

The Veterans History Project collects stories from men and women from all branches of service: the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy, and Merchant Marine, with an emphasis on World War I, World War II, and the Korean, Vietnam, and Persian Gulf wars.  The project also documents the contributions of civilians, such as war industry workers and medical volunteers, who served in support of the armed forces.

National Board members, Dr. Wendy Carmen Trott, Dr. Kathryn Brewer, Dr. Ernesto Quiroga, Dr. Stephen Anderson, Dr. Mark De Stephano, and Dr. Lemuel Berry, Jr. are working collectively to prepare interview tapes of 50-75 veterans per calendar year.  Audio tapes, video tapes and manuscripts will be on file at the Library of Congress and in the depository of NAAAS and Affiliates.
