The University of Arkansas Inspirational Singers

The National Association of African American Studies and Affiliates will serve as sponsor for the University of Arkansas Inspirational Singers International Tour. This outstanding vocal ensemble will perform at select venues in Beijing, P.R. of China from March 18-24, 2007.
The University of Arkansas Inspirational Singers is one of the university’s most successful diversity initiatives. The ensemble began in 1977 under the direction of the late Harry Bud. Since its inception, the Inspirational Singers has been a student organization where students from all colleges have matriculated. During the last sixteen years, over 1500 students have participated in the Inspirational Singers. The ensemble has gone from being a primarily student-led ensemble to a faculty conducted ensemble offered for credit to any student with a musical talent who attends the University of Arkansas.

China Tour 2007 is scheduled for spring break 2007. The Inspirational Singers accepted an invitation extended by the National Association of African American Studies and Affiliates to take a performance tour of China. The organization’s Director, Dr. Lemuel Berry, Jr. has made over 34 trips to China during the last ten years. He has arranged for academicians, ensembles, athletic groups, researchers, etc. to travel to Asia. American pop music and, in particular, American gospel music are some of the most listened to music on the Asian continent. The desired end for this tour is to be able to share the history of gospel music in America and perhaps develop an exchange program with universities in Beijing.

While on tour in China the Inspirational Singers will perform at Capital Normal University, Beijing Union University, and the Beijing Concert Hall. Sight seeing tours will take the singers to the Great Wall, Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City, the Ming Tombs, and the Temple of Heaven. There will also be lots of shopping opportunities. 
The University of Arkansas Inspirational Singers would like to thank the National Association of African American Studies and Affiliates for their support!
